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The Association of the Study of Ginans (ASG) is delighted to issue its first Bulletin and inform its 
members and participants about its activities and accomplishments over the last few years. The 
goal of ASG is to uphold the Ginan tradition, educate and to spread interest in ginans at an 
individual and communal level. The onset of the global Covid-19 Pandemic in 2020 posed a 
serious challenge but at the same time it offered ASG the opportunity to adapt to fulfil its 
constitutional mandate. A fundamental tool for its initiatives was to create an online presence 
through a website (www.asginans.com) that provides many resources. Like other educational and 
academic institutions, ASG rapidly developed an online, multimedia platform that allowed the 
Association to expand its reach globally. It established a strong academic foundation by 
appointing a Board of Governors composed of international scholars. It also increased its attention 
to active youth involvement that resulted in the formation of an ASG USA chapter that focuses 
on youth activities such as the International Ginan Youth Festival. Additionally, a critical initiative 
was to hold a series of online webinars called Ginan Insight and to host Annual Keynote Addresses by 
recognized scholars of Ginans and Satpanth Ismailism. These online presentations have been 
hugely popular and attracted an international audience. ASG has also developed courses modules 
on ginans for online study. In future, ASG aims to publish a journal of proceedings of the 
webinars and speeches. The Bulletin covers additional crowning achievements of ASG activities 
since 2020. The board looks forward to your continuing support for the Association’s 
endeavours.  

Appointment of ASG’s first Board of Governors: In 2022, ASG established its first Board of 
Governors. Hussein Jessani, Head of the Department of South Asian Studies at the Institute of 
Ismaili Studies, was appointed as the first Rotating Chairman of the Board. Additional members 
of the Board are Professor Zayn Kassam of Pomona College (currently Director of the Institute 
of Ismaili Studies), Professor Tazim Kassam of Syracuse University, New York, Fayyaz Vellani 
of University of Pennsylvania, Shiraz Pradhan (Chairman of the Executive Board of ASG), 
Mohamed Moledina (Vice-Chairman of ASG) and Islamshah Rahemtulla (Treasurer of ASG).  

Mumtaz Tajdin’s Visit to United Kingdom: Mumtaz Tajdin, the eminent Pakistani Ginan 
scholar, visited London in March 2022. ASG arranged a dinner and lecture evening at the Blue 
Room where Mumtaz Tajdin delivered a very informative lecture on the status of Ismailis in 
Northern Pakistan and the broader region.  He conveyed the deep desire of the Ismaili 
community in the region for contact with academic centres of knowledge and, more specifically, 
with ASG to increase its knowledge of ginans. 
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Research and Publication: In the final quarter of 2021, ASG launched its Study Project on 
Sayyed Imam Begum’s biography and her ginans. Eight research associates from ordinary walks 
of life participated in the project which was supervised by Shiraz Pradhan and supported by 
Rafiq Bharwani, Akbar Huda, Javed Chandwani and Mumtaz Tajdin of Pakistan. Mumtaz Tajdin 
made a special research visit to rural Sindh on behalf of ASG to collect oral history from people 
who had intimate knowledge of Sayyed Imam Begum’s life and works. This new information is 
captured in the Proceedings that also contain analysis of Imam Begum’s ginans. It will be 
published in the second quarter of 2023.  

 

 

 

International Youth Ginan Mehfil United States Chapter: ASG hosted an online 
International Youth Ginan Mehfil in June 2022. This was a well-attended event with participants 
from all over the world. The project leaders were Naila Charania and Karim Hemani who were 
assisted by Islamshah Rahemtullah, Musa Sheikh, Nazlin Howell and Rafiq Bharwani. 
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ASG Ginan Exploration Webinars: In 2020, ASG launched its online Ginan Insight Webinars to 
promote the wisdom and research of ginans to a wider audience. All the Webinars were delivered 
by prominent ginan scholars and experts. The Inaugural Webinar was presented in November 
2020 by Hussein Jessani, Head of the Department of South Asian Studies at the Institute of 
Ismaili Studies. Recordings of these Webinars are posted on ASG Website (www.asginans.com). 

 

 
 

Hussein Jessani, Head Department of South Asian Studies, Institute of Ismail Studies, 
Situating Ginans in their South Asian Cultural Context, November 7, 2020 
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Professor Balvant Jani, Dr. Harisingh Gour University, Sagar, M.P. India. My 
Learning Journey of Ismaili Ginan Tradition, May 29, 2021 
 

 
Dr. Karim Gillani, University of Alberta, Rethinking Ginans: Music, Migration and 
Transmission in the Modern Times, July 3, 2021 
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Professor Tazim R. Kassam, Syracuse University, Songs of Wisdom and Circles of 
Dance: The Garbis of Pir Shams, November 21, 2021 

 

 
Ashraf Ladha, Study of Pir Sadardin’s Granth Saloko Nano, June 11, 2022 

 

Mehfil-e Noor, a Joint Collaborative Event: In November 2022, a joint collaborative event 
between the Institute of Ismaili Studies (IIS) and ASG was held on the eve of the IIS’s three-day 
conference on Ismaili Studies: The State of the Field. Mehfil-e Noor was a soulful evening program 
of Ismaili Devotional poetry that included ginans, qasidas, and geets and was held at the Ismail 
Centre in London, and also broadcast live on Ismail TV. Hussein Jessani of the IIS together with 
Professor Ali Asani facilitated the joint venture. The event was very well received globally. 



	 6	

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

ASG Meet and Greet Event with International Scholars: The IIS three-day conference on 
Ismaili Studies, The State of the Field attracted numerous International Scholars to London. 
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Amongst these were several ginan and Satpanth scholars including Professors Tazim Kassam, 
Shafique Virani, Ali Asani and Karim H. Karim. ASG held a high-profile evening event of Meet 
and Greet of some of these scholars, ASG supporters and advisors. Also in attendance were 
ASG donors, Board of Governors and Executive Board and ASG members. Dr. Aziz Ismail, the 
former Director of the Institute of Ismaili Studies, delivered a Keynote Address on Ginan Studies 
and the Aesthetic Application of Ginans. 

 

 
Dr. Aziz Esmail delivering keynote address 

 

 

Keynote Speakers on Ginans: ASG’s December High-Profile Keynote Addresses have become 
its one of its flagship events. These addresses are a well-appreciated platform for international 
scholars of ginan, Satpanth and allied disciplines, and provide the latest research.  They have 
attracted an international audience. The 2020 Inaugural Keynote Address on “Towards a 
ReligioHistory of the Ginans” was delivered by Professor Ali Asani, Professor of Indo-Muslim and 
Islamic Religion and Culture at Harvard University. Dr Aziz Esmail, the former Dean and 
Member of the Board of Governors of the Institute of Ismaili Studies, delivered the 2021 
Keynote Address on “Reflections on Ginans.” Professor Karim H. Karim, Chancellor’s Professors 
at Carleton University delivered the 2022 Keynote Address on “Are Ginans Islamic or Hindu?” All 
Keynote Addresses were applauded globally and had record attendance. Recordings are posted 
on ASG’s website, www.asginans.com 
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Dr. Aziz Esmail 

Keynote Address December 2021  
 

Association of Ginanic Studies Joint Conference with Mumbai University, 7th-8th 
December 2021: Convened jointly by Dr. Urvashi Pandya of the Department of Sindhi 
Language, Mumbai University, Hussein Jessani of the Department of South Asian Studies, IIS 
and Shiraz Pradhan, Chairman of the ASG, Executive Board, this was an online, two-day 
Conference on Medieval Indic Devotional and Mystical Literature on 7th and 8th December 2021. The 
first keynote address was delivered by Dr. Kaladhar Arya, Professor and Director of HRDC, 
Saurashtra University, Rajkot, Gujarat. The second keynote was delivered by Professor Ali Asani, 
Murray A. Albertson Professor of Middle Eastern Studies and Professor of Indo-Muslim and 
Islamic Religion and Culture at Harvard University. 
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Online Presence: In 2022, ASG increased its online presence by launching a Facebook page, 
YouTube Channel and improved Website, www.asginans.com.  All ASG webinars and Keynote 
Addresses recordings have been posted online. 


